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GOAL   
 
This guide will teach you how to read an 1897 Russian Empire Census record for your ancestor.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The 1897 Russian Imperial Census was the first and only census carried out in the Russian 
Empire. The census enumerated the entire population of the Empire (excluding Finland), but 
after statistical data was gathered, many of the census returns were destroyed. Use sites such 
as The Archival Fonds of the First Russian Empire Census of 1897 and the Metric¶s Inventory of 
the 1897 Census. To determine if original census returns exist for your ancestor¶s area. Original 
census returns are written in Russian, although you may come across documents written in 
other languages common in the Russian Empire.  
 
As the documents are in Russian, you may want to consult the following ³How to´ Guides before 
continuing:  
 

x The Russian Alphabet 
x Deciphering the Handwriting and Understanding the Grammar 

 
HOW TO 
 
The census consists of three main types of forms ± Ⱥ (A) for peasant farms, Ȼ (B) for private 
farms, and ȼ (V) for urban dwellers. Each variation consists of a cover page listing information 
about the location and the number of individuals within the household. Examples of forms can 
be found on the Russia Census page on the FamilySearch Wiki.  
 
CENSUS RETURNS 
 
Regardless of which form is used, the census questionnaire for each household looks the same. 
Below you will find translations of the column headings. Note that each column has a number 
above it. Find that number in this ³How to´ Guide to learn more about each column and find 
examples from real documents of vocabulary and information commonly found in each column. 
Keep in mind that this guide is not a comprehensive list of all of the possible vocabulary you 
may encounter in a census return. For additional vocabulary commonly found in genealogical 
documents, please see the Russian Genealogical Word List. 
 

http://arch1897.histcensus.asu.ru/
http://metrics.tilda.ws/perepis1897
http://metrics.tilda.ws/perepis1897
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russia_%22How_to%22_Guides
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russia_%22How_to%22_Guides
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russia_Census
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List%23.D0.A1


  
 

 

 
 

1. Names 
 

This column records the surname, given name, and patronymic (often in that order). For 
more information about deciphering names, please see this handout. This column also 
records data about those who are blind, unable to speak, deaf, or insane. The census 
taker may record whether the condition has existed since birth, or at what age it began.  

 
Russian English 
ɫɥɟɩɨɣ; 
ɫɥɟɩɚɹ  

ɧɚ ɨɛɚ ɝɥɚɡɚ 

blind; 
blind in 

both eyes 
ɧɟɦɨɣ 
ɧɟɦɚɹ 

 
unable to speak 

 
 

Russian English 
ɝɥɭɯɨɣ 

ɝɥɭɯɨɧɟɦɚɹ 
 

deaf 
 

ɭɦɚɥɢɲɟɧɧɵɣ 
ɭɦɚɥɢɲɟɧɧɚɹ 

 
insane 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/img_auth.php/1/11/Russian_Paleography_Seminar_E_Vance_Apr_2020_JMR.pdf


  
 

2. Sex 
  

Census takers typically used abbreviations to record gender: 
 

 
 
 

3. Relationship to Head of Household 
 

 
 



  
 

 
 

 



  
 

Census takers often 
specify relationships not 
only to the head of 
household, but to other 
members of the 
household. This is done 
by stating a relationship 
word such as those 
found in the table 
above, and then 
followed by No. 
[number]. In the 
example below, number 
one is the head of 
household, while 
number three is listed 
as his son. Number ten 
is listed as a grandson 
of number one and a 
son of number three.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
For additional relationship vocabulary not contained in this list, please see the Russian 
Genealogical Word List. 
 
4. Age  

 
The age in years is recorded in this column. In some cases, particularly with small 
children, the age in years and/or months is recorded.  

 
Russian English Handwritten Examples 

ɦ. 
ɦɰ. 

(меɫɹɰев) 

 
Month 

  
 

5. Marital Status 
 

The fifth column records the marital status, often using abbreviations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List%23.D0.A1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List%23.D0.A1


  
 

 

6. Social Standing 
 

Column six lists the social standing. There were a variety of different social classes in 
the Russian Empire. For additional social classes, or variations on the social classes in 
this list, please see the Russian Genealogical Word List. 
 
 

 
          

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List%23.D0.A1


  
 

 
7. Birthplace 

 
8. Registration Place 

 
9. Residence Place 

 
Columns seven through nine record the birthplace, registration place, and residence place. 
These columns typically record the gubernia/oblast (province), uyezd/okrug (county), and 
city of birth. Place names in this column are typically found in genitive case. Use a gazetteer 
to help you determine the proper spelling of the location. 

 
A common word found in these columns is здеɫɶ, or here, implying that the person was 
born, registered or resided in the place of the census enumeration.  

 



  
 

 

 
10. Mark of Absence or Temporary Stay 

 
This column records an absence or temporary stay of an individual. Use the Russian 
Genealogical Word List to help you decipher words found in this column.  

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List


  
 

11. Religion 
 

This column records religion, which when combined with the birth and registration place, is 
important for locating religious records. Below are some of the most common religions found 
in the Russian Empire. For additional religions, see the Russian Genealogical Word List.   
 
 

 
 

12. Native Language 
 

The twelfth column lists the native language. Below are some of the most common 
languages found in the Russian Empire. For additional languages, see the Russian 
Genealogical Word List.  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List


  
 

 

 
13. Literacy 

 
This column is split into two sub-sections, the ability to read (yes or no), and place of 
education. A common word found in this column is дома, which suggests education took 
place at home.  

 
a. Ability to read 

 

 
 
 
 

b. Place of Education 



  
 

 
Russian English Handwritten Examples 

 
 

ɞɨɦɚ 

 
 
at home 

 
  

 
 
 

14. Occupation 
 

This column is divided into two sections:  
a. Primary Occupation 
b. 1. Collateral (other means of income); 2. Military 

 
See the FamilySearch Wiki Russian Genealogical Word List for a list of common occupation 
and military terms. 

 
 
ACTIVITY 
  
Now, test your skills you have learned in this ³How to´ Guide.  The Activity is a way to check 
your knowledge and let you know you¶ve mastered the Guide!  Click here to try out the Activity. 
 
© 2020 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in 
any form for any purpose without prior written permission.  

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Russian_Genealogical_Word_List%23.D0.A1
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/img_auth.php/d/d6/1897_Census_-_Activity.pdf

